
 ONGOING PROGRAMMES

SOMALIA

11th EDF -  Intra-ACP Private Sector Development Programmes

  DESCRIPTION OF INTERVENTIONS
   (July 2025)

Fit For Market (FFM) programmes support companies in the horticultural sector to ensure their
access to international, regional and national markets, while complying with sanitary and
phytosanitary regulations and market requirements. Support covers areas such as food safety,
environmental management, social compliance and business management. 
The main types of support relate to the implementation of a management system meeting the
requirements of international certification standards used by customers (GLOBALG.A.P., HACCP,
Rainforest Alliance, SMETA, etc.). FFM organised training on health quality management and crop
protection as well as capacity building on training and communication techniques for the staff of
the Jubba Agro company (mainly banana producer). Set up in the continuity of FFM past
programmes, the new FFM+ programme support is tailored to facilitate the transition of ACP
horticulture towards more sustainable food systems, addressing the priority areas identified in the
Farm to Fork strategy of the European Green Deal.

In 2022, Kenya hosted a study tour by the Somalian competent authorities – the Somali Bureau of
Standards (SOBS) and the Somali Agricultural Regulatory and Inspection Services (SARIS), part
of the Ministry of Agriculture & Irrigation (MoA). They visited the Kenya Bureau of Standards
(KEBS) and the Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service (KEPHIS) among other key stakeholders in
the country – the Fresh Produce Exporters Association of Kenya (FPEAK), Pest Control Products
Board (PCPB), Bureau Veritas and Naivasha VegPro Group. The goal was to support the country’s
competent authorities to develop a joint strategy for the development of technical regulations and
standards for plant health inspection services, based on regional and international best practices. 
The study tour allowed the Somali authorities to gain a good understanding of the legal and
administrative frameworks involved in the successful functioning of a National Plant Protection
Organisation (NPPO) and of national standards bodies.
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The ACP Business-friendly (ACP BF) programme is designed to achieve two key outcomes of:
Adopting and implementing business-friendly, inclusive and responsible national policies and
legal frameworks; 
Strengthening productive, processing, promoting and marketing capabilities and value chains.

UNIDO is implementing the meso-level component of the ACP BF Programme. Investment
promotion interventions are aimed to facilitate the process of identifying, mobilizing capital,
knowledge, and technological resources for a more targeted investment development impact. The
country has benefited from the meso component of the ACP Business- friendly Programme, with
project proposals seeking potential investors listed on the “Invest in ACP” portal developed by
UNIDO.

The ACP Quality Infrastructure (QI) programme supports ACP policy makers, institutions and
private sector actors to (i) enhance the regional Quality and Regulatory infrastructure governance;
(ii) strengthen the availability of the value chain-specific QI services; (iii) promote quality culture
and practices. Officially launched in Luanda in December 2022, during the OACPS Business Days,
the QI programme complements and builds on the ongoing achievements of the ACP Business-
friendly programme, reinforcing the World Bank’s and UNIDO’s interventions in the area of quality.

The African Organisation for Standardisation (ARSO) has been subcontracted by UNIDO to
implement several activities for the African region, in association with other Pan-African Quality
Infrastructure (PAQI) bodies. 

ICR Facility focuses on supporting private and public stakeholders and regional institutions, to
improve their investment climate and business environment by facilitating public-private dialogue,
among other actions.

At the regional level in 2024, the Facility supported the promotion of women’s economic
empowerment in the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) region by:

Advocating for the implementation of trade facilitation instruments such as Simplified Trade
Regime (STR) and Charter for the protection of the rights of women in business (small-scale
cross border traders) and use of the trade information platforms in four selected borders.



https://businessacp.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Annual-Report-3-EN-long-vf.pdf

